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THE PREACHER.—No IV. 
Romans, 3, 16. 


‘* Destruction and misery are in their ways, and 
y ys, 
the way of peace have they not known.” 


We have in former numbers, noticed the 
ways of destruction. and misery, which men 


have walked in. We now come to the sec- 


‘ 
t 


ond thing, viz. 


Lhe way of peace, which they have not known. 
1. The way of peace as ut respects the govern- 


¢ 
ts 


ent for men t< submit to in this life. 

'f monarchy is destructize; of course the 
opposite—a republican government must be 
the way of peace, or the only government to 
make men peaceable, and to cause wars to 
cease to the ends of the eurth. The natore 


ofa republican government is peace. — First, it 


unexampled. Once our independence has 
been encroached upon by the Britons; but 
they were taught at Eri, New-Orleans, and 
many other places, that a peaceable people, 
under a peaceable government, would not be 


yeace. 

The princpies of our government, are 
spreading threvch the earth, and like the lit- 
‘le leaven, *“ will leaven the whole Jump.” 
This way of peace, is a terror to fyrants and 
ipriesis ; being entirely opposite to their way 





of war, by which they have their wealth. 
{ihe principles and spirit of our peaceable 
rnment, have done more to reconcile the 
ipeople to each other, and to destroy the spirit 


izove 


of party, than all the doctrines of sectarians, 


itbeir zeal for reformations, and proselyting 


overcome by such as never knew this way of 


republican. Since the close of the war, these 
reproachful distinctions have almost. dwindled 
into nothing. As fast as people know this 
Way of peace, they must and will attend to 
that voice behind them which says, “ This is 
the way, walk ye therein, and ye shall tind 
rest to your souls.” 

God grant the time may soon come, when 
this way shall be known through all the 
earth; that wars may cease, und our feet be 
guided in this ** way oF prace.” 

(To be concluded in our next.) 


_— enn 0 ae 


REMARKS ON MEDICINE——NO. I. 


—— 





THE improvements in medicine, since the 
‘revival of learning, have by no means kept 


laclare “at: an: . ‘pa: , e 4 \ of 3 se arte r Oo 

declares that all men are born free and equal.'\g each sect and party ; and put far the mild-;Pace with those of the other arts. The rea 

Sev .d, it declares friendly intercourse withinees and equality of the government, doubt-|5” is obvious. Medicine has been studied by 
° 7 do ? ; 


il nations, entangling alliances with none.|iocg persecution might have nged to this day, few: exccpt those who intended to live by it 


Millions for defence, and not a cent for trib- 


| . > . 
jas in those days of hangirg quakers and 


las a trade. Such, either from a mistaken zeal 


eee ac % oe hg , } ¥ 1G vwrie: } ° i , 2° ° 
ule; and as it acknowledges the freedom and] witches, and many other thngs contrary to{or the honour of medicine, or to raise their 


equality ofall men, and secures that freedon 


jhe way of peace. 


own importance, have endeavoured to dis- 


to all peaceable citizens, peace must follow of| People of different religious denominations, suise and conceal the art. Medical authors 
course. A republican goverament cannoacknowledge themselves republicans, andjhave generally written in a foreign language ; 


make war with any peaceable nation on 
earth. If their right is abused, the people 
can contend for that right; but all they can 
obtain is their independence. 
ment of the United States cannot overcome 
any nation to make them tributary ; they may 
help them obtain their freedom, receive them 
as brethren, to be equally protected with: 
them, and to share with them in all the priy- 
ileges of freemen. 

Almost fifty years have past, since this way 
of peace was adopted in this country ; and our 


peace, prosperily, and happiness, has been|:he old and hurtful distinction of federalist anddisputes ; and every gentleman, ‘hat he might 


The govern-| 


they are so from Mcnday moming to Saturday 
night ; for one day they are something else ; 
but they imbibe so little of the way of war in 
me day, that they carry but a small part of 
their sabbath principles into the week, so 
that there is less and less of the spirit of war 
every year. It is about certain that this new 
leaven of peace, will finally purge out the old 
leaven of malice.so that we shall be a new and 
peaceable lump, in things political and reli- 
gious. 

This way of peace’ has almost rooted out 








jand those who were unequal to this task, 
have even valued themselves upon couching, 
lat least, their prescriptions, in terms and 
characters unintelligible to the rest of man- 
kind. 
The contentions of the clergy, which hap- 
pened soon after the restoration of learning, 
ngaged the attention of mankind, and paved 
the way for that freedom of thought and in- 
quiry, which has since prevailed in most 
parts of Europe with regard to religious mat- 
ters. Every man took a side in those bloody 
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distinguish himself on ove side or other, was 
instructed in divinity. This taught people to 


think and reason for themselves in matters of 


religion, and at last totally destroyed that 
complete and absolute dominion which the 
clergy had obtained over the minds of men. 

The study of law has likewise, in most civ- 
ilized nations, been justly deemed a necessary 
part of the education of a gentleman. Every 
gentleman ought certainly to know at least 
the laws of his own country: and, if he were 
also acquainted with those of others, it might 
be more than barely an ornament to him. 

The different branches of Philosophy have 
also of late been very universally studied by 
all who pretended to a liberal education. The 
advantages of this are manifest. It frees the 
mind from prejudice and superstition ; fits it 
for the investigation of truth ; induces habits 
of reasoning and judging properly; opens an in- 
exhaustible source of entertainment; paves the 
way to the improvement of arts and agricul- 
ture; and qualifies men for acting with pro- 
priety in the most important stations of life. 

Natural History is likewise become an ob- 
ject’ of general attention. And it well de- 
serves to be so. It leads to discoveries of the 
greatest importance. Indeed agriculture, 
the most useful of all arts, is only a branch of 
Natural History, and can never arrive at a 
high degree of improvement wirere the study 
of that science is neglected. 

Medicine however has not, as far as we 
Know, in any country, been reckoned a ne- 
cessary part of the education of a gentleman. 
But, surely, no sufficient reason can be as- 
signed for this omission. No science lays 
open a mote extensive field of usefulknowl- 
edge, or affords more ample entertainment 
to an inquisitive mind. Anatomy, Botany, 
Chemistry, and the Materia Medica, are all 
branches of Natural History, and are fraught 
with such amusement and utility, that the man 
who entirely neglects them has but a sorry 
élaim either to taste or learning. If a gen- 
tleman has a turn for observation, says an 
elegant and sensible writer, surely the natur- 
al history of his own species is a more inter- 
ésting subject, and presents a more ample 
Geld for the exertion of genius, than the nat- 
ural history of spiders and cockle-shells. 


a8 ridiculous as it is impossible. 
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ibe so far acquainted with the general princi- 
ples of medicine, as to be in a condition to de- 
rive from itsome of those advantages with 
which it is fraught; and at the same time to 
guard themselves against the destructive in- 
fluences of Ignorance, Superstition, and 
Quackery. 

As matters stand at present, it is easier to 
cheat a man out ol his life than of a shilling, 
and almost imposibie either to detect or pun- 
ish the offender. 


upon trust that is administered by any pre- 
tender to medicine, without daring to ask him 
a reason for any part of his conduct. Implicit 
faith, every where else the object of ridicule, 
is still sacred here. Many of the faculty are, 
no doubt, worthy of all the confidence that 
can be reposed in them ; but as this can never 
be the character of every individual in any 


profession,it would certainly be fc: the safety, 
as well as the honour of mankind, to have 
some check upon the conduct of those to 
whom they iotrust so valuable a treasure as 
health. 

The veil of mystery, which still hangs over 
medicine, renders it not only a conjectural, 
but even a suspicious art. This has been 
long ago removed from the other sciences, 
which induces many to believe that medicine 
isa meré trick,and that it will not bear a fair 
and candid examination. Medicine, however, 
needs only to be better known, in order to 
secure the general esteem of mankind. Its 
precepts are sich as every wise man would 
choose to observe, and it forbids nothing but 
what is incompatible with true happiness. 

Disguising wedicine oot only retards its 
improvement ata science, but exposses the 
profession to ridicule, and is injurious to the 
true interests ofsociety. And art founded on 
observation never can arrive at any high de- 

ree of improvement, while it is confined to 
: few who make a trade of it. The united 
observations of all the ingenious and sensible 
part of mankind, would do more in a few 
years towards the improvement of medicine, 
than those of the Faculty alone in a great 
many. Any man can tell when a medicine 
gives him ease as well as a physician; and if 








ve art than he who writes a volume in sup 
port of some hypothesis. 

Very few of the valuable discoveries in 
Medicine have been made by physicians. 
They have, in general, either been the effect 
of chance or of necessity, and have been usu- 
ally opposed by the Faculty, till every one 
else was convinced of their importance. An 
implicit faith in the opinions of teachers, an 





attachment to systems and established forms, 


Notwithstanding this, peo-jand the dread of reflections, will always oper- 
ple still shut their eyes, and take every thing|ate upon those who follow Medicine asa trade. 


Few improvements are to be expected froma 
man who might ruin his character and family 
by even the smallest deviation from an estab- 
lished rule. 

If men of letters, says the author of the per- 
formance quoted above, were to claim their 
right of inquiry into a matter that so nearly 
concerns them, the good effects on Medicine 
would soon appear. Such men would have 
no separate interest from that of the art. 
They would detect and expose assuming igno- 
rance under the mask of gravity and import- 
ance, and would be the judges and patrons of 
modest merit, Not having their understand- 
ings perverted in their youth by false theories, 
unawed by authority, and unbia-ssd by interest, 
they would canvass with freedom the most 
universally received principles in Medicine, 
and expose the uncertainty of many of those 
doctrines. of which a physician dares not so 
much as seem to doubt. 

No argument, continues he, can be brought 
against laying open Medicine, which does not 
apply with equal, if not greater force, to reli- 
gion; yet experience has shewn, that since 
the laity have asserted their right of inquiry 
into these subjects, Theology, considered as a 
science, has been improved, the interests of 
real religion have been promoted, and the 
clergy have become a more learned, a more 
useful, and a more respectable body of men, 
than they ever were in the days of their great- 
est power and splendor. 

Had other medical writers been as honest 
as this gentleman, the art had been upon a 
very different footing at this day. Most of 
them extol the merit of those men who 
brought Philosophy out of the schools, and 


he only knows the name and dose of the med-jsubjected it to the rules of common sense. 
We do not mean that every man shoutd be-licine, and the name of the disease, it is sufhi- 
come a physician. This would be-an attempticient to perpetuate the fact. Yet the man 


All we plead|who adds one’single fact to the stock of med 


for is, that men of sense and learning shouldlical observations, does more real servi:e to 


But they never consider that Medicine, at 
present, is in nearly the same situation as Phi- 
losophy was at tliat time, and that it might be 





as much improved by being treated in the 











Indeed, no science can either 
be rendered rational or useful, without being 
submitted to the common sense and reason of 
These alone stamp a value upon 
science ; and what will not bear the test of 
these ought to be rejected. 


same manner. 


mankind. 


BUCHAN, 


—_+o— 


Dr. Thomson’s Trial. 


The following trial of Samuel Thomson, (called by 
some, Dr. Thomson,) is from the ‘‘ Massachusetts 
reports” and is given to our readers in addition to 
what we have hefore published, concerning that 
very remarkable man. 


Commenwealth versus Samuel Thompson. 


“At the beginning of the term, the prisoner’ 
Thompson, was indicted for the murder of 
zea, Lovett, jr. by giving him a poison, called 
Lobelia, on the niath day of January last, of 
which he died on the next day. On the 20th 
of December, at an adjournment of this term, 
the prisoner was tried for this offence, before 
the Chief Justice, and the judges Sewalt and 
Parker. 

On trial, it appeared in evidence, that the 
prisoner, sometime in the preceeding Decem. 
ber, came to Beverly, where the deceased then 
lived, announced himself a physician, and pos- 
sessed an ability to cure all fevers, whether 
black, grey, green, or yellow; declaring that 
the country was much imposed upen by phy- 
sicians, who were all wreag—if he was right. 
He possessed several drugs, which he used as 
medicines, and to which he gave singula: 
names. One he called coffee; another, well- 
my-grissle; and a third, ram-cats, He had 
several patients in Beverly and Salem, previ- 
ous to Monday, the second of January, when 
the deceased, having been for several days 
confined to his house by a cold, requested that 
the prisoner might be sent for, as a physician. 

He accordingly came, and ordered a large 
fire to be kindled, to heat the room. He 
then placed the feet of the deceased, with his 
shoes off, on a stove of hot coals, and wrapped 
him in a thick blanket, covering his head. In 
this situation he gave him a powder in water, 
which immediately puked him. Three miin- 
utes after, he repeated the dose, which in 
about two minutes operated violently. He 
again repeated the dose, which in ashort time 
operated with more violence. These doses 
were all given within the space of half an 
hour, the patient in the mean time drinking 
copiously of a warm decoction, called by the 
prisoner, his coffee. The deceased, after 
puking, in which he brought up phlegm, but 
no food, was ordered to a warm bed, where 
he lay ina profuse sweat all night. On Tues- 
day morning, the deceased left his bed, and 
appeared to be comfortable, complaining only 
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of his emetic powders in succession, which 
paked the deceased, who during the opera- 
tion, drank of the prisoner’s coffee, and com- 
olained of much distress. On Wednesday 
morning, the prisoner came, and after causmg 
ihe face and hands of the deceased to be wash- 
ed in rum, ordered him to walk in the air, 
which he did about fifteen minutes. In the 
ifternoon, the prisoner gave him two more 
of his emetic powders, with draughts of hi- 
coffee. On Thursday, the deceased appearec 
to be comfortable, but complained of great 
lebility. In the afternoon, the prisoner 
caused him to be again sweated, by placing 
him with another patient, over an iron pan 
with vinegar heated with hot stones put into 
the vinegar, covering them at the same time 
with blankets, On Friday and Saturday the 
prisoner did not visit the diseased who appear- 
ed to be comfortable, although complaining of 
increased debility. On Sunday morning, the 
debility increasing the prisoner was-sent for, 
and came in the afternoon, when he adminis 
tered another of his emetic powders with bis 
Coffee, which puked the deceased, causing him 
much distress. On Monday he appeared com- 
fortable, but with increasing weakness until 
the evening; when the prisoner visited him, 
and administered another of his emetic pow- 
ders, and in about twenty minutes repeated 
the dose. This last dose did not opetate. The 
prisoner then administered pearlash mixed 
with water, and afterwards repeated his emet- 
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plant trivially called Indian tobacco. A Dr. 
French of Salisbury testified that this plant, 
with this name, was well known in his part of 
the country, where it was indigenous, for its 
emetic qualities ; and that it was gathered and 
preserved by some families, to be used as an 
emetic, for which the rovts as well) as the 
stalks and leaves were administered; and that 
four grains of the powder was a powerful puke. 
But a more minute description of this pian 
was given by the Rev. Dr. Cutler. He testi- 
fied that it was the lobelia inflata of Linnaeus ; 
that many years ago on a botanical ramble he 
discovered it growing in a field not far from 
his house in Hamilton; that, not having Lin- 
naeus then in his possession, he supposed it to 
be a non-descript species of the lobelia; that 
by chewing a leaf of it, ie was puked two or 
three times, that he afterwards repeated the 
experiment with the same effect—that he in- 
quired of his neighbour, on whose ground the 
plant was found, for its trivial name. He did 
not know of any—but was apprized of its e- 
metic quality, and informed the doctor that 
the chewing of one of the capsules operated 
soon as an emetic, and that the chewing 
more would prove cathartic. In a paper 
after communicated by the doctor to the Ame- 
rican Academy of he mentions the plant with 
the name of the lobelia medica. He dil not 
know its being applied to any medical use un- 
til the last September, when being severely 
afflicted with the asthma, Dr. Drury of Mar- 





ic portions. The deceased appeared to be in 
great distress, and said he was dying. ‘The 
prisoner then asked him howfar the medicine 
had got down, the deceased, laying his hand 
on his breast, answered here: on which the 
prisoner observed that the medicine would 
soon get down, and anscrew his navel : mean- 
ing, as was supposed by the hearers, that it 
would operate as acathartic. Between nine 
and ten o’clock in the evening, the deceased 
last his reason, and was seized with convul- 


two doses more of his emetic powders ; and’ 
remarked to the father of the deceased, that 
hiason had got the hyps like the devil, but 
that his medicine would fetch him down ; 
meaning, as the witness understood, would 
compose him. The next morning the regu- 
lar physicians of the town were sent for,but the 
patient was so completely exhausted, that no 
relief could be given; the convulsions and 
the loss of reason continued, with some inter- 
vals, until! Tuesday evening, when the deceas- 
ed expired. 

From the evidence it appeared that the cof- 
fee administered was a decoction of marsh- 
rosemary, mixed with the bark of bay-berry 
bush, which was not supposed to have injured 
the deceased. But the powder which the 
prisoner said he relied on in hi; practice, and 





of debility ; and in the afternoon was visited 
by the prisoner, who administered two more 
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which was the emetic so often administered 


sion fits ; two men being required to hold him| 
in bed. After he was thas seized with convul-| 
sions, the prisouer got down his throat oue or} 


blehead informed him that a tincture of it had 
been found beneficial in asthmatic complaints 
|Dr. C. then made for himself a tincture, by 
filling a common porter bottle with the plant, 
pouring npon it as much spirit as the bottle 
would hold, and keeping the bottle in a sand 
heat for three or four days. Of this tincture 
he took a table spoonful, which produced no 
nausea and had a slight pungent taste. In 10 
minutes after, he repeated the portion, which 
produced some nausea and appeared to stimu- 
late the whole internal surface of the stomach. 
In ten minutes after, he repeated the portion, 
which puked him two or three times, and ex- 
cited in his extremities a strong sensation like 
irritation—but he was relieved from a parox- 
ysm of the asthma, which had not since re- 
turned. He had since mentioned this tincture 
to some physicians, and has understood from 
them, that some patients have been violently 
ipuked by a tea spoonful of it—but whether 
this difference arose from the state of the pa- 
tients, or from the manner of preparing the 
tincture, he did not know. 
—>-— 


SOCRATES’ REPLY. 





* Socrates. when informed of some 
derogating Speeches one bad used 
of him behind his Back made only 
this facetious Reply, Let him beat 





by him to the deceased, was the pulverised 





me too, when I am absent. 


MEDICAL CATECHISM. 


Question. What is antimony ? 

Answer. It isa metal. The pure meta! 
obtained from the ore, is of a dilvery white 
colour, &c* 

Q. What is the power of it ? 

A. ‘The antimonial metal is a medicine 
of the greatest power of any known substance ; 
a quantity too minute to be sensible in the 
most delicate balance, is capable of producing 
violent effects, if taken dissolved, or in a s0- 
luble state.” 

Q. When was it first used as a medicine ? 

4. “Its internal use does not seem to have 
been established till the end of the fifteenth 
century ; and even at that time it was by many 
looked upon as poisonous.” 

Q. Are metalic preparations uncertain? 

A. All the metalic preparations are un- 
certain ; as it entirely depends on the state of 
the stomech, whether they have no actien at 
all, or operate with dangerous violence.” 

Q. What is the nature of copper in a man? 

A. =“ Its effects, when taken into the stom 
ach, are highly deleterious, and often fatal: 
and particularly affects the prime via, excit- 
ing excessive nausea, vomiting, cholic pains, 
and purging, sometimes blood. It also pro- 
duces agitation of mind, headache, vertigo, 
delirium, and causes fainting, convulsions 
paralysis, apoplexy.” 

Q. What use do doctors make of copper? 

4. They make pills of it, to give people 
in apoplexy ; a disease which copper bring: 
on. 


Q. 


How are copper pills made ? 


As follows: “ Take of ammoniaret of 
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verish, sick at the stomach, lost all 
appetite for fo0d, passed sleepless 
nights, &c. but hearing accidently of 
the virtues of boneset vet thorough- 
wort, as it is called, [ steeped a hand- 
ful of the flowers in water and drank 
the tea; it operated as physic, al- 
layed the thirst, and by God’s biess- 
ing 1 am now in good health. N. B. 
[ believe this will be reckoned a 
great medicine by the time you and 
inyself leave the stage.” 

Having been informed that Pro- 
fessor Smith, of Dartmouth College, 
now of Yale, bad given it a trial in 
his extensive rotine of practice, I in- 
quired of bis assisting pupil relative 
to his success ; his answer was, “ the 
doctor is enraptured with it, for he| 
uses it for every thing.” 

Every part of the plant can be 
employed, but the flowers the most 
advantageously. In fevers of the 
typhoid type, the decoction has been 








| 
| 





‘given with happy results. 
__ A reputable practitioner has in- 
formed me, that one mass of the de- 
flowers 
imight be administered as a verma- 
fuge for children with great success,} . 


coction of thoroughwort 


c 
sure than to gain Applause ; for this 


without saying) or 


A. ' 
copper, in fine powders, sixteen grains—loften producing evacuation per ani 
eK yea four pep urs aang ce of caz_jand disengaging the worms—so.-that 

nate i a, as much as mz sufhi- ; , : 
onate _ ammonia, aS much as may ve u * numbers have heen expelled in the 
cient. Beat them into a mass, to be divided ‘ 

icourse of an hour. In this respect 


into thirty-two equal pills.” 





LL DOCTOR THEM. 

A physician having been out gun- 
ning a whole morning without killing 
a single bird, his servant begged leave 
to go into the next field, for he was 
sure there were some birds there— 
and, adds he, “if there are, £’ll doc- 
tor them.” “ Doctor them?” said the 
master—“what do you mean by that?” 
“Why, kill them, to be sure, Sir.” 


ENVY AND DETRACTION. 
A clear Conscience fears no Ac- 
‘usafion. It is harder to avoid Cen- 


may be done by one great or wise 
Actioninan Age; but to escape Cen- 
ure,a Man must pass his whole Life, 
doing one ill or 


- 


foolish Thing. 
| Envy is fixed only on Merit; and 
like a sore Eye, is offended with ev- 
ery thing that is bright. 

| There is seldom any Thing utter- 
ed in Malice, which turns not to the 
‘Hunt of the Speaker. Tl Reports do 
‘Harm to him that makes them ; and 
to those they are made to, as well as 
those they are made of, 

Some have a perfidious trick to 
ruina man by Commendations ; to 
praise for small things, that they 
may disparage successfully for grea- 
ier. It is the worst of malice, says 


——— 


THOROUGHWORT. 


‘ , 
Eupatorium Perfoliatum—Who- 
ever has used the eupatorium tho- a 
roughly, will join in the prevailing|gentle, and safe, leaving the patient) 


opinion, that its increasing reputa- 


tian, does sufficiently warrant its u-) 


tilily in medicine. 
Dr. Thacher says in his Dispen- 
satory, that the “ eupatorium posses- 


} . 
es active properties and deservesiihe properties of the whole plant are 


the attention of physicians.” How 
far it may be serviceable for an e- 
metic, neither my experience or in- 
formation authorize me to assert. 

In the postcript of a letter from a 
gentleman to his brother, written 42 
years ago, he says “1 have been fe- 





it appears similar to niceotiana. 


The decoction is of much celeb- 
u 


rity in the country, and is kept b 
families without distinction, solely! 
for physic. Its operation is sure, 
clear and easy. Nothing can be 
prescribed that will do more good 
ind less harm, under all circumstanc- 
es, fora cathartic, than the flowers 
of eupatorium perfoliatum—indeed 


well established. 

An ounce of the flawers made in 
decoction, is generally a sufficient 
dose. 








A good Life doth not silence ca- 
juumy ; but if certainly disarms it. 


. 


‘Plutarch, to intermix with reproach- 
les some praises, that the accusations 
may gain a firmer belief. 

Less of wit will serve joined with 
ill nature, than with good. 


Teeth Extracted. 
EETH extracted ina safe and 
easy manner, at No. 56, Mid- 
dle-street, al 25 cents each. 
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